committee, inc.

2008 CONGRESSIONAL CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE

ABORTION

The National Right to Life Committee (NRLC) believes
that unborn children should be protected by law, and
that abortion should be permitted only when necessary
to prevent the death of the mother. Under what
circumstances, if any, do you believe that abortion
should be legal?

(a) nly to prevent the death of the mother (the NRLC
positio

(b) To prevent the mother’s death, in cases of incest
committed against a minor, and in reported cases of forcible
rape.

(c) Other (please explain):

For your information: In every question below, a “yes”
response indicates agreement with the position of NRLC.

ROE V. WADE

In its 1973 rulings in Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton, the
U.S. Supreme Court created a “right to abortion” for any
reason until “viability” (into the sixth month), and for any
“health” reasons — including “emotional” health — even
during the final three months of pregnancy. These rulings
invalidated the abortion laws that were in effect in all 50
states at the time. In the 1992 ruling of Casey v. Planned
Parenthood, the Supreme Court reaffirmed the “core
holdings™ of Roe v. Wade, and said that any law placing an
“undue burden” on access to abortion would be struck
down.

(1) Do you support the reversal of the Roe v. Wade and
Doe v. Boiton decisions, so that elected legislative
bodies may once again protect unborn children by
limiting or prohibiting abortion?

YES NO

“FREEDOM OF CHOICE ACT” (FOCA)

Pro-abortion members of Congress have proposed federal
legislation called the “Freedom of Choice Act” (FOCA) (H.R.
1964, S. 1173), which would invalidate virtually all state and
federal laws limiting abortion, including the federal Partial-
Birth Abortion Ban Act and state laws requiring waiting
periods or parental notification.

(2) Would you vote against the “Freedom of Choice Act”
or other proposed federal laws that would limit the
authority of legislatures to restrict abortion?

YES NO

THE PAIN OF UNBORN BABIES

There is now overwhelming scientific evidence that abortion
methods used by the fifth month (and perhaps earlier) such as
the “dilation and evacuation” (dismemberment) method, and
the partial-birth abortion method, cause excruciating pain to the
unborn child.

{3) Would you support legislation, such as the Unborn
Child Pain Awareness Act (H.R. 3442, S. 356), to require
that any mother considering an abortion first must be
provided with clear and accurate information about the
capacity of an unborn child to feel pain, and about
possible alternatives to lessen or avoid that pain?

YES _ \/ NO

ULTRASOUND INFORMED CONSENT

Many women who undergo abortions later regret that they
were not given full information about their unborn child
beforehand.-

(4) Would you support federal legislation, such as the
Uitrasound Informed Consent Act (S. 2075), to require that
before an abortion is performed, the abortionist must
perform an ultrasound and display the ultrasound images

for the mother, so that she may view the images?
YES NO___

PROTECTION OF HUMAN EMBRYOS

The right to life of human beings must be respected at every
stage of their biological development. Human individuals who
are at the embryonic stage of development should not be used
for harmful or lethal medical experimentation. This applies
equally to human beings whether their lives were begun by in
vitro fertilization, by somatic cell nuclear transfer (human
cloning), or by some other laboratory technique. NRLC
opposes harvesting “stem cells” from living human embryos,
since this kills the embryos. Note: NRLC is NOT opposed to
other research on “stem cells” that are obtained without killing
embryos — for example, stem cells harvested from umbilical
cord blood and from adult tissue.



(5) Will you vote for measures to protect living human
embryos from being used for medical experiments that
would harm or kill them, including so-called
“embryonic stem cell research” that would require the
killing of human embryos, regardless of the method
used to create these human embryos?

YES NO

On August 9, 2001, President Bush adopted a policy of
prohibiting federal funding of research using any stem cells
obtained by killing human embryos after that date. During
2007-2008, some members of Congress pushed for
legislation (S. 5) to overturn this policy and to mandate
federal funding of research that would require the killing of
human embryos. President Bush vetoed this legislation.

(6) Would you oppose any legislation that would
authorize federal funding of research for which the
killing of human embryos would be a predicate step or
necessary part? '

YES ‘/ NO

HUMAN CLONING

" Human cloning is a process (technically known as “somatic
cell nuclear transfer”) in which genetic material from one
person is artificially transferred into a human or animal egg
cell, thereby beginning the life of a new human individual
who has only one parent and who is genetically nearly
identical to that parent. NRLC believes that human life at
every stage of biological development is deserving of
respect and protection regardless of the circumstances
under which that human life was created. It has been
proposed to create human life through cloning for the
purpose of destructive experiments on those humans,
resulting in their deaths, a process sometimes referred to
as “therapeutic cloning.” In Congress, the Brownback-
Landrieu and Weldon-Stupak bills (S. 1036, H.R. 2564)
would prohibit the use of somatic cell nuclear transfer
(cloning) to create any humans, including human embryos.

(7) Would you support a legal prohibition on all human
cloning (i.e. the creation of human embryos by
cloning)? N7a

YES NO

As an alternative to a genuine ban on all human cloning,

some members of Congress have proposed legislation
(such as H.R. 2560 or S. 812) that would permit the use of
cloning to create human embryos to be used in medical
research (so-called “therapeutic cloning”), but that would
attempt to prevent the implantation of such an embryo into
a uterus. These bills are sometimes misleadingly referred
to as “bans on reproductive cloning,” but they really do not
ban human cloning at all - rather, they ban the survival of
human clones. Such a bill would impose a legal mandate
that every clone must be killed or allowed to die. NRLC
strongly opposes such “clone and kill" legislation.

(8) Would you oppose “clone-and-kill” legislation (i.e.
legisiation that would permit the creation of human
embryos by cloning but prohibit allowing such human
clones to live past a defined point of development)?

YES \/ NO

In 2005, Congressman Dave Weldon, M.D. (R-FL.) proposed
legislation to require any government or non-government entity
that receives funds from the federal National Institutes of
Health (NIH) to refrain from engaging in any form of human
cloning research, including the creation of human embryos by
so-called “therapeutic cloning” or research using such cloned
human embryos.

(9) Would you support legisiation to require that any
recipient of federal NIH funds must not engage in the
creation or use of cloned human embryos?

ves

ABORTION FUNDING

Congress votes from time to time on the "Hyde Amendment,"
a law that prohibits federal Medicaid money from being used to
pay for abortions or for health care plans that include abortion,
except to save the life of the mother, or in cases of rape or
incest.

NO

(10) Would you vote for the current Hyde Amendment
policy without weakelji7f amendments? :

YES NO

(11) Besides Medicaid, would you vote against weakening
the existing bans on the use of any congressionally
appropriated funds for abortion in bills covering the
military, federal employees, the District of Columbia, etc.,
with the same exceptions as the Hyde Amendment?

YES NO

(12) Federal law prohibits performance of abortions at U.S.
military facilities, even if privately funded (except to save
the life of the mother, or in cases of rape or incest). Would
you vote against any aftempt to weaken or repeal this
policy?

YES NO

Title X (“Title 10") of the Public Health Service Act provides
more than $300 million annually for grants to state and private
entities for “family planning” programs. Although federal law
does not permit such funds to be used directly for abortions,
large amounts of Title X funds go to organizations (such as
Planned Parenthood) that operate abortion clinics.

(13) Would you support legislation to make organizations
that operate abortion clinics (not bona fide hospitals)
ineligible for Title X funding?

YES NO




{10} YWOUIO YyOu VOIe against any attempt 1o weaken or
overturn the pro-life“kﬁaexico City Policy”?

YES NO

The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) participates
in China’s population-control program, which relies heavily
on coerced abortion. The UNFPA also promotes
expanded access to abortion in developing nations, and
has promoted the abortion pill, RU-486. The Bush
Administration has cut off U.S. funding to the UNFPA
because of its role in China.

{17) Will you vote against U.S. funding of the United
Nations Population\F/md (UNFPA)?

YES NO

Act and oppose weakening amendments?

YES \/

“EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT” (ERA)

The proposed “Equal Rights Amendment” (also called the
“Women’s Equality Amendment”) (H.J.Res. 40, S.J. Res. 10)
would amend the federal Constitution to invalidate any law or
government policy that discriminates “on account of sex.” In
some of the states that have already added similar provisions
to their state constitutions, courts have used them to invalidate
limits on abortion. For example, the New Mexico Supreme
Court in 1998 unanimously ruled that the New Mexico ERA
required tax funding of abortion. NRLC opposes the federal
ERA unless this "abortion neutral® amendment is added to
ensure that the ERA will not change abortion policy in either
direction: "Nothing in this article [the ERA] shall be construed
to grant, secure, or deny any right relating to abortion or the
funding thereof."

NO










